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1. What specific actions will you take to improve the well-being of your constituents 
and improve District services and access for all residents? 
 
I believe in making our city a better place to live for all our residents. That’s why one of my first 
acts as Ward 2 Councilmember would be establishing an Affordability Taskforce - to examine 
the barriers we face as a community and how we can make life more affordable and sustainable 
for the people of DC.  
 
The Taskforce would examine the impact of the costs of housing, transportation, education, 
childcare, healthcare, including the costs of climate change on our residents, especially the 
most vulnerable communities who too often bear the brunt of climate change. 
Other top issues include transportation, education, and environmental sustainability and 
resilience.  
 
NOTE: I don’t just talk about these issues - I have worked on all of these issues in DC and have 
a tangible record of results on them. If its creating green alleyways to divert stormwater runoff 
near our parks, or providing early childcare education centers, I have the experience listening to 
my constituents, collaborating with the relevant agencies, and bringing positive impact to my 
community. 
 
2. During recent legislative sessions, the D.C. Council advanced B23-0201, a bill to 
establish a District of Columbia Office of Caribbean Affairs (OCA), which is a 
long-standing priority of the Caribbean-American Community.  Please explain your 
position on this legislation and whether you will support efforts to staff and fund the 
proposed office?  
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I support creating a DC Office of Carribean Affairs. As a member of the Mayor’s Commission on 
Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs, I understand how important it is to have representation for 
communities of our city so that we can craft legislation to address their concerns and needs.  
 
3. What initiatives did you lead or support that impact Washington, D.C.’s 
Caribbean-American community?  
 
I have worked hard for many years to address the challenges that members of our minority and 
immigrant communities face. Through my role serving on the Mayor’s Commission on Asian and 
Pacific Islander Affairs, I worked with Councilmembers Nadeau and Cheh for legislation to push 
for an MPD Special Liaison Unit on religious minorities. As a child of immigrants, it is extremely 
important for me to empower minority communities to have access to resources, assistance, 
and have a voice in major policies that affect them. 
 
4. Are you familiar with the status and impact of Caribbean-American owned 
businesses in your community and throughout Washington, D.C.?  How will you support 
the viability and competitiveness of the City’s small, minority, veteran, women, and 
especially Caribbean-owned businesses?  In addition, how will you improve procurement 
and contract opportunities for these businesses? 
 
I’ve worked to support the small business community. Through DC Health Link I helped local 
businesses cover their employees - and I learned how tough it is to run a small business. I also 
support more grants to support small businesses to thrive. I’ve worked with Main Streets groups 
to do so. I support the cultural diversity of our small business community - including our great 
Caribbean-owned businesses. 
 
 
5. There are increased concerns regarding violence – especially gun violence – in 
many parts of the District.  What are your proposals to address and stem violence with 
21st century tools and policies? 
 
Our residents deserve to feel safe in their own city.  That’s why I support the NEAR Act, and its 
public health approach to public safety.  As someone who has worked on public health for the 
DC government for six years, I deeply support and understand using public health and 
community engagement as a means for broad community reform.  As the community outreach 
specialist at DC Health Link, I often worked with trusted community organizations--many of 
which were east of the Anacostia, and served low-income communities of color--in order to 
promote healthcare enrollment.  
  
“The NEAR Act primarily addresses policing reforms and employs a public health approach to 
reducing violence, meaning that it seeks to identify and address the root causes of crime in a 
long-term and sustainable way.”  



 
Thanks to the NEAR Act, we now have Offices of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement 
(ONSE) and of Violence Prevention and Health Equity (OVPHE), which are crucial to have a 
culture shift from “tough on crime” and long-term incarceration periods to one based on a 
multidisciplinary approach that is public health-minded and backed by data. 
 
Not only that, but the Act allows us to find better ways for law enforcement to better 
communicate, connect, and understand people with mental illness or substance use disorders. 
By pairing police officers with mental and behavioral health clinicians for certain types of 911 
calls, for example, the Act aims to connect individuals with medical care or social services they 
need, without relying unnecessarily on the justice system. 
Finally, and the one growing pain from the implementation of the Act, the collection of data from 
MPD to track trends in crime, police stops, and the use of force.It is concerning that MPD had to 
have a DC Supreme Court strike down and force them to start collecting this data seriously.It 
supports the argument made by proponents of the NEAR Act that we need to shift, culturally 
and societally, away from the previous attempt at reforming the justice system. 
It is time that we, as the capital of the United States, start implementing a public-health 
approach to crime and violence prevention, and that includes changing how we act as 
individuals and as a collective society. 
 
Data collected will coincide with training for MPD officers on community policing, bias-free 
policing, and cultural competency, so we can begin to track, analyze, and synthesize policy 
reform and find the best solution forward. 
 
It is time that we start making the change that we know is needed desperately, and the NEAR 
Act is a fantastic start and as your Councilmember I will continue pushing for other public-health 
minded approaches to crime and violence prevention. 
 
I also have extensive experience working with the police, and I support efforts to engage in the 
police to not only learn more about policing efforts, but help institute police reform.  The NEAR 
Act is an excellent step towards improving policing by requiring the MPD to collect and use open 
data to build transparency and increase community trust.  
 
6. How do you propose increasing access to safe, quality, affordable mental and 
physical health care and services throughout the District of Columbia? 
 
For most of the last decade, I have worked on improving health care coverage and access in 
DC. I’m very proud that my work with DC Health Link helped cut our uninsured rate in half - to 
the 2nd lowest in the country! But I support the goals of Medicare for All and more needs to be 
done nationwide to provide quality affordable health care to everyone. Because I worked in 
health policy I know that our hybrid system is too complicated and confusing and too many are 
served badly by it. It became this way over decades and will take time to reform it. I support 
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moving toward Medicare for All, but carefully in order to minimize disruption for sick patients and 
those in precarious health conditions. But I do believe healthcare is a right not a privilege. 
 
 
Recent research shows that expansion of healthcare reduces rates of recidivism.  And though 
this research is only a few months old, I’ve long been an advocate of promoting and expanding 
healthcare as a means to improving the quality of a person’s life.  As a DC Health Link 
employee, I worked with returning citizens to make sure they are supported and provided 
services as they return to society after serving their sentences. 
 
7. Unfortunately, the challenges and concerns facing immigrants are increasing at 
an alarming rate.  Do you support comprehensive immigration reform?  How do you 
propose addressing the challenges facing DREAMers, the administration’s suspension of 
temporary protective status for many D.C. residents, and the constant threats facing 
sanctuary cities? 
 
If elected, I would be the only immigrant/child-of-immigrants of color on the DC Council. It is 
important that this huge community of DC residents feels represented and has someone on the 
council who knows and feels their perspectives. 
 
It is still a tense time for many, including immigrants of color. They feel under attack. Yet their 
voices/perspectives are not represented on the council. Over 25 percent of DC residents are 
either immigrants or children of immigrants. Most other major cities have immigrants of color or 
children-of-immigrants of color elected and serving on their councils. 
 
I support legislation prohibiting the District from cooperating with federal immigration agencies. I 
believe that DC needs to take greater action to protect our immigrant population. This means 
protecting students in schools and educating the police force and other government agencies 
about restricting compliance with federal immigration agencies. Keeping our immigrants safe is 
a priority.  
 
No one should live in fear. I proudly stand by Charles Allen’s bill that limits DC’s cooperation 
with ICE. This bill is an important step in the right direction, but we need to do more.  
 
I worked to encourage police officers to engage in cultural competency training, and to think 
harder about how they policed hate crimes. Further, through my role serving on the Mayor’s 
Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs, I worked with Councilmembers Nadeau and 
Cheh for legislation to push for an MPD Special Liaison Unit on religious minorities. A large 
portion of the hate crimes increases in recent years have been based on religious hate - 
especially against Muslims and Jews. After the Charlottesville protests, antisemitic grafitti 
appeared in my neighborhood and I responded immediately. 
  



Some told me they didn’t want to report it and upset people, but I knew it was 
important—especially at such a tense time—to show our neighbors that we support them. It was 
also covered in the Washington Post:  Kishan Putta, a Georgetown resident on the city’s 
Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Community Development, reported the incident to 
police after neighbors told him about it. He said he thinks the crime was intended to intimidate 
Jewish residents in the neighborhood. He is hosting a community meeting Thursday to discuss 
the crime with neighbors. “I worry that this was intended to scare and intimidate them, especially 
at this tense time... It’s beyond disgusting and scary.” 
 
8. There is growing attention and distress about the significant increase in lawsuits 
filed against District residents by debt collectors over the last few years.  What is your 
position on the Debt Buying Limitation Amendment Act, which is pending before the D.C. 
Council’s Committee on Business and Economic Development and the Council’s 
Committee of the Whole? 
 
I support the Debt Buying Limitation Amendment Act, which protects consumers from predatory 
debt buying companies. The harassment and deception that consumers face regarding their 
past debt can negatively impact their financial future. Consumers deserve protection and this 
Act will be a step towards ensuring that debt collectors do not profit off of misinformation and 
harassment. 
 
9. What concrete steps will you take to improve the District of Columbia’s Public 
School system – including facilities and equipment, teacher treatment, relationships with 
parents, as well as education standards and test scores in all wards of the City? 
 
I have always been a strong advocate for high-quality public education: I helped organize a 
group of parents citywide (Digital Equity in DC Education Coalition) to successfully advocate 
and win $4.6 million in new, reliable devices and technologies in classrooms. Ensuring that all 
students have access to technology and books that can be used to enhance their learning 
experience will improve their test scores and their grades, which will set them up to be 
competitive for higher education institutions. 
 
When I talk to teachers, parents, and school leaders at PTO meetings, the Parents Cabinet, and 
my other civic engagements, what I hear is that we must also advocate for our youngest 
children.  Cultivating the creation of affordable daycare and early education programs fosters a 
number of benefits for DC families: it allows parents to go to work; it promotes healthy 
development, thereby helping avoid interventions later in life; and it can help close the 
opportunity gap.  This is why I have already helped to open four public, highly affordable, early 
childhood education programs, and am trying to open two more in Ward 2. 
 
I also hope to serve on the Education Committee to push DCPS and the Chancellor to do more 
for our children.  And I already have experience working with DCPS: last year, I was appointed 
to serve on the DCPS Chancellor’s Parent Cabinet, where I learned about DC education issues 



and school financing.  I pushed for more funding for schools and for at-risk students and pushed 
back against funding cuts, even hidden cuts, such as shifting security costs under individual 
school budgets—cuts which disproportionately hurt low income black and brown students. 
 
As a council member, I would advocate for developing a master facilities plan for both DCPS 
schools and charter schools. This is a crucial first step to think about our facilities planning 
systematically and effectively. The current plan does not take into account the entire system and 
does not reflect authentic community engagement on the topic. This master facilities plan would 
be the foundation for all school modernization projects. Additionally, I would work to make the 
process more cost-effective and transparent. The Council should be provided with a timeline, 
progress reports, and budget updates on all modernization projects. It’s the Council’s role to 
make sure that allocated funds are being spent properly and that DGS is engaged in proper 
oversight of the school facilities. 
 
When I talk to teachers, parents, and school leaders at PTO meetings, the Parents Cabinet, and 
my other civic engagements, what I hear is that we need to support new and old teachers 
better. Through oversight and funding, the Council can help ensure new teachers are provided 
adequate support. For example, the Council can request that LEAs develop and publish plans 
for supporting new teachers and then hold LEAs responsible for implementing these plans 
through oversight. These plans could include mentoring and other support for first-year 
teachers, reflect best practices from other school districts, and ideally would be developed with 
input from teachers. By asking OSSE or another entity to regularly collect and publish data on 
teacher turnover, including for first-year teachers, the Council can help ensure continued 
attention on this issue. 
 
10. In Washington, D.C., many seniors seek to age in their homes and/or 
communities.  What efforts will you take to improve service accessibility, support for 
families, and the quality of programs offered to the City’s senior citizens? 
 
I support seniors in DC. In fact I worked with the East Rock Creek Village to help seniors age in 
place and have community supports to allow them to stay in the community and not in a facility. 
I’ve worked with the Department of Aging and Community Living and Director Newland to 
support our seniors and establish more Seniors Services Centers. 
 
All of our residents also deserve access to fast and reliable bus service. The bus service cuts 
proposed by WMATA will have an adverse affect on bus ridership and will disproportionately 
affect senior citizens and minority communities, who will now be expected to walk even longer 
distances just to use the same services. DC needs to be a leader in the region for affordable 
and accessible public transportation options in order to reduce carbon emissions and prevent 
the acceleration of climate change.  
 
11. What priority issues inspired your candidacy for political office? 
 



DC residents deserve affordable housing options; efficient transportation systems that 
effectively connect them to the rest of the city; and high-quality public education options.  
  

1. Affordable Housing: Although it has been wonderful to see our city growing in recent 
years, DC must work hard to plan for its future.  As Ward 2 Councilmember, I would 
prioritize providing housing options that people of all income levels, from all 
backgrounds, can afford. 

  
Housing is one of the most critical issues to consider when thinking about the 
affordability and inclusivity of a city.  As such, it has a direct impact on issues of racial 
and economic equity.  A recent study explains how DC’s lack of affordable housing 
exacerbates the displacement of longtime low-income residents of color.  As the study 
explains, where we live affects many other aspects of our lives: our quality of life; where 
our children are able to attend school; and what jobs and other opportunities are 
available for us as adults, as well as our children.  
  
A recent study by the Urban Institute recommends 374,000 new units of housing 
region-wide by 2030. I support more money for the Housing Production Trust Fund 
(HPTF) but want to provide stronger oversight to ensure it results in as much quality 
housing as possible. 
 
Recent audits show that less qualified projects are getting funded over more qualified 
projects and that the government (DCHD) is not enforcing the requirement that at least 
80% of the funds are spent on affordable housing. The result is that far fewer units have 
been built than should have been built - especially for the lowest-income residents. As 
your councilmember, I would work hard to increase transparency through more regular 
audits to ensure developers are upholding their commitments. I would also advocate for 
DCHD to engage in proper monitoring of HPTF projects. This includes making sure that 
site visits are executed and that sites are submitting their required annual certifications. 
I’ve conducted oversight as a commissioner on both sides of Ward 2 and have testified 
at over 20 agency oversight hearings at the DC Council! I care about agency oversight 
and I will be tough about pushing for the vital HPTF dollars to be used properly. I would 
also support many of Councilmember Silverman’s housing reform proposals - including a 
change to allow the Council to appoint two members of the DC Housing Authority’s 
board. 

  
As a Ward 2 Council Member, I would take a holistic approach to any major changes in 
housing and the related community impacts—considering access to fresh food, 
affordable childcare, public transportation, and social services, to encourage diverse and 
accessible communities throughout Ward 2 and greater DC. 

 
2. Public Transportation: Access to reliable, affordable transportation is vital to help 

residents have equal opportunities to succeed. According to DC youth advocates, the 
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number one reason young people drop out of school is transportation challenges. That is 
why I have worked so hard on public transportation issues - and I have vast experience 
improving transportation in this city.  

 
When I ran for ANC in 2012, I remember hearing bus riders explain that they were 
waiting too long for buses, and that the bus system desperately needed expansion and 
updates.  They said that despite showing up early to the bus station and hoping to get to 
work on time, they’d only see full buses passing them by.  I worked hard to address 
this—and despite being told that it would be impossible to fix this, I organized residents 
and advocates to rally against this and make change happen.  And it did.  We got the 
city to get more busses, longer buses, and finally, commit to implementing bus-only 
lanes.  We made change happen—all because of our advocacy. 
  
But my experience with transportation goes beyond improving busing.  When I lived in 
Dupont Circle, I often biked to work on DC’s most popular bike lane, 15th Street NW, but 
it was bumpy and neglected.  Many fellow cyclists complained—especially parents biking 
with their children in tow—and so I worked hard to fix it.  And I succeeded.  I’m proud of 
my efforts, but if elected councilmember, they won’t stop there. 

  
I will make public transportation a top priority.  I will aim to join the Committee on 
Transportation and Environment and push for both WMATA and DDOT to fall under one 
committee’s oversight. As a big bus advocate, I have first-hand experience having to 
deal with both agencies and also deal with both committees overseeing them. There is 
not enough communication or coordination and that’s one reason transportation 
progress is too often too slow. We need to do better and I will prioritize improvements. 
 
I will conduct strong oversight of our transportation agencies to speed up progress; and 
push to implement more dedicated bus lanes.  I will also work on signal prioritization for 
buses, all-door boarding, and pre-payment, following the models that other cities have 
set for DC.  And lastly, I will push to transition to a new fleet of electric buses, a system 
that will be more reliable and ensure less bus breakdowns.  All of these improvements 
should make bus trips quicker and easier, and encourage more ridership—making DC a 
better city to travel safely. 

  
3. Education: We must work on improving the quality of education both in Ward 2, and 

citywide.  We have worked on closing the achievement gap between children of different 
incomes and backgrounds, and we are making strides.  But we haven’t closed it yet.  We 
must work tirelessly towards that goal in the coming years.  
  
While serving on the DCPS Chancellor’s Parent Cabinet, I advocated with other 
community leaders for the Deputy Mayor of Education to be more transparent about 
sexual assaults in schools - something parents are very concerned about and something 
that threatens to make parents wary about sending students to DC public schools. I met 
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with the DME and two other advocates and continue to support the efforts for 
transparency. 
 
Access to educational technology is a matter of racial and social equity. Tech literacy is 
vital for youth to be prepared for the current and future workforce and for higher 
education. It shouldn’t only be wealthier students who have high access to educational 
tech devices. That’s why I worked so hard with parents citywide to successfully advocate 
for $4.6 million in tech support and over 15,000 new, quality, reliable tech devices for 
DCPS students and teachers - they should be reaching students by December. I will 
continue pushing this next year with parents citywide to reach a 1:1 ratio of one device 
per DCPS student. Many school systems have done this or are on track to reach this. It 
is an important equity issue and a priority of mine. 
  
The school-age population continues to rise in Ward 2, and as your Ward 2 
Councilmember, I will make sure that we continue to provide for them. I also learned 
about DC education issues and school financing on the DCPS Chancellor’s Parent 
Cabinet. I pushed for more funding for schools and for at-risk students and pushed back 
against funding cuts, even hidden cuts, such as shifting security costs under individual 
school budgets - cuts which disproportionately hurt low- income black and brown 
students. Funding intended for at-risk students has been misused and is not helping 
those in need enough. I support efforts to require DCPS to submit an annual report to 
the DC Council explaining how each school spends at-risk funding. This should apply to 
charter schools as well. 
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